RICCIABELLI

Eicciarelli (rit - cha - rel'le), DANIELS,
better known by the name of DANIELE DA
VOLTEBRA, Italian painter, born at Volterra
in 1509. He studied painting at Siena, and
afterwards repaired to Rome, where he was
much indebted to the friendship of Michael
Angelo, who not only instructed him, but
gave him designs for some of his most cele-
brated works. His fame rests chiefly on a
series of frescoes in the church of La Tri-
nita de' Monti, Rome; and of these the
Descent from the Cross is well known by
Toschis admirable engraving. Ricciarelli
was employed by Paul IV. to partially
drape the nude figures in Michael Angelo's
Last Judgment in the Sistine Chapel of the
Vatican. By this act he earned for him-
self the soubriquet of n Braghettone (The
Breeches-maker). In the latter part of his
life Ricciarelli applied himself also to sculp-
ture. He died at Rome in 1566 or 1567.

Riccio.   See Rizzio.

Eice (Oryza, satlva), a cereal plant, na-
tural order Graminacese or Grasses. This
important food-plant was long known in
the East before it was introduced into
Egypt and Greece. It is now cultivated
extensively in the low grounds of the tropical
and sub-tropical parts of south-eastern Asia,
Egypt, Japan, part of the United States,
and in several districts of southern Europe.
The culm of the rice is from 1 to 6 feet high,
annual, erect, simple, round, and jointed;
the leaves are large, firm, and pointed, aris-
ing from very long, cylindrical, and finely
striated sheaths; the flowers are disposed
in a panicle somewhat resembling that of
the oat; the seeds are white and oblong,
but vary in size and form in the numerous
varieties. In the cultivation of this plant
a high summer temperature is required,
combined with abundance of water. Thus
the sea-board areas and river deltas -which
are subject to inundation give the best con-
ditions, otherwise irrigation is necessary.
The amount of water required by the plant
depends upon its strength and stage of
growth. In Egypt it is sown whilst the
waters of the Nile cover the land, and the
rice plant grows luxuriant in the rich allu-
vial deposit left by the receding flood. The
Chinese obtain two crops a year from the
same ground, and cultivate it annually on the
same soil, and without any other manure
than the mud deposited by the water of the
river used in overflowing it The young
plants are transplanted into ploughed fur-
rows, and water is brought over them and
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kept on till the plants begin to ripen. The
first crop is cut in May, and a second is
immediately prepared for by burning the
stubble, and this second crop ripens in Oc-
tober or November. In India two harvests
are obtained in the year,
especially in Bengal," and
frequently two crops are
taken from the same field. In
Japan, Ceylon, and Java rice
is cultivated much inthe same
manner. Mountain rice is a
hardy variety which thrives
on dry soil; and in India it
is cultivated at an altitude
of 8000 feet. Rice can be
profitably cultivated only in
warm countries, but has for
some time past been grown
in South Germany and Italy.
In the United States it is
grown chiefly in the swampy
districts of South Carolina, Georgia, and
Louisiania. In the husk rice is known by
the name of : paddy.' Rice is more largely-
consumed by the inhabitants of the world
than any other grain; but it contains less
flesh-forming matter (nitrogenous), this es-
sential element being, in 100 parts of rice,
only 6'5. At one period Europe was sup*
plied from America, but this source has
almost been entirely superseded by Lower
Burrnah, India, Siam, Japan, and Cochin-
Ohina. The inhabitants of the East obtain
from rice a vinous liquor more intoxicating-
than wine; and arack is also made from it.
See Arack.

Rice, INDIAN.   See Canada Rice.

Rice-bunting, a name given to two dis-
tinct birds.   The first, also known by the

Bice-bunting (Oiy*>rnte orysivdra).
name *bob-o'-link,' is the Emberisa oryzi-
vVra, (or JDolichonyx oryzivfaus), a bird of
the bunting family, which migrates over
N". America from Labrador to Mexico, ap-
pearing in Massachusetts abottt the begin-